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English Corner

An Immersion Course with a Difference

This summer, | was grateful to our school which
nominated us, Stephen Cheung Kwok Wai and me,
to attend an immersion programme to Sunshine
Coast, Queensland, Australia for 5 weeks, as full-time
students there.

In Sunshine Coast, we attended two different
schools. The school | attended is called Chancellor
State College. My host family there is a grandmother
called Gail Ivory. She is a retiree who lives alone. She
was just like my second mother who looked after me
in all aspects of life in Australia. In return, | helped her
wash the dishes after dinner.

Chancellor State College is a reputed secondary
school in Sunshine Coast which has high expectation
on student behaviour and academic performance. Our
class is 9F, a year nine class. Our class teacher was Mrs.
Morton-Kenny who was a fabulous and helpful teacher
taking good care of 25 of us. My classmates were
approachable, social and active. Among my classmates,
| found Shamika most helpful as she was the first person
who introduced herself and talked to me.

In school, | had lessons in English, Humanities and
Social Sciences, Health and Wellbeing, Mathematics,
My journey, Science, Sports, Hospitality and Film and

On 8 July, Kristin and | departed from Hong Kong
to attend a 5-week immersion programme in Sunshine
Coast, Queensland, Australia.

Kristin and | were allocated to two different
schools in Sunshine Coast. The school | attended is
Caloundra State High School which is unbelievably big
- as big as a residential area in Hong Kong. | stayed with
a host family, Richard and Tanja and their two sons,
Liam and Brady. They were all kind and hospitable.
Richard is a cop while Tanja is a primary teacher. On
the first day, | gave them souvenirs which were some
photos of Hong Kong and a panda doll as token of
gratitude. They were amazed and jaw-dropping when
they looked at those photos which dazzled their eyes.

Among all the activities in school, the four surfing
lessons would surely be the most memorable ones.
Seemingly looking cool and fun, surfing, at least to me
as a beginner, was a bit too challenging. If | was not
careful enough, | would be smashed by the surfing
board. ‘Fortunately;, | was hit by the surfing board for
only a few times.

Vel |

o

Television. Hospitality was the most interesting subject
because | learned how to cock. Every time after
cooking, | had to tidy up the battlefield-like kitchen
with the helping hands of my classmates. Other than
Hospitality lessons, | was fortunate enough to attend
a surfing lesson, specifically designed for international
students to let us have a taste of authentic Australian
culture. Every time | recall the exciting experience of
surfing in freezing cold water, | tell myself | will ride
more raging tides in summer in future.

Staying in Australia, the greatest difficulty
was definitely communication in English. | was
worried about my English competence before
departure to Australia. Luckily, | found no difficulty
in communicating with my host family, teachers and
classmates there. In fact, conversing in English was
not as difficult as | had imagined before if we were
not afraid of trying. However, the most unexpected
challenge came up - the use of water. Australia is
a very environmental country which has stringent
regulations on the use of both energy and water.
After knowing how precious water is in Australia, |
gradually adjusted my use of water to stay tune with
the local practice.

Communicating in English and building up
rapport were two of the major challenges | expected
to encounter in Australia. English was a challenge to
me at first. Sometimes, when | was communicating
with other people, | stuttered. My brain just went blank,
unable to retrieve any word to express my thought.
Gradually, with more frequent communication, my oral
communication skills have improved substantially. For
the second challenge, as my host family and school
teachers and students were all friendly and helpful
to me, the worry about building up a relationship in
Australia was not an issue at all.

Life in Australia is diametrically different from
the one in Hong Kong. In Sunshine Coast, | did not
feel any pressure as opposed to the situation in Hong
Kong where stress is an issue to be tackled. Moreover,
Australians enjoy their lives leisurely while Hong Kong
people are busy all the time. Unlike Hong Kong, rugby,
horse racing, and Australian football are the top three
sports in Australia.

Regarding the benefits of joining the immersion
course, unquestionably, it is an eye opener to me as
it has widened my exposure and scope of knowledge
about other parts of the world. Australians are not
keen on digital devices but enthusiastic about face-to-
face communication, not like us, staring at our screen
for most of our time. Another benefit | truly appreciate
is | have overcome my fear of speaking English to
strangers. Communication to people in English is no
longer a hindrance to me. Most important of all, after
the immersion course, | have gained inroads into my
inner self and have set a clear goal for my career path
in future.

by Kristin Ha Cheuk Mawn (F.44)

| have reaped a lot of benefits from the Australia
Immersion Programme. The greatest benefit is | have
developed independence and self-management.
Having left home for 5 weeks without the care of
my family, | have learnt how to be independent and
developed my self-management skills.

| deeply appreciate the chance offered by our

school which allowed me to experience various aspects
of life in Australia for 5 weeks. The experience has surely
broadened my eyesight and widened my scope of the
world.

by Stevewn Cheung Kwok wWai (F.44)
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