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Foreword 

 

Like Chinese, English is a very practical and precise language, but it 

can also be quite artistic and fun. Hong Kong has a long tradition of using 

English for business and trade, as well as enjoying English music and 

movies. English connects Hong Kong to the world and attracts many 

tourists from other countries. English provides a lot of jobs for Hong Kong 

companies. Many people in English-speaking countries care deeply for 

Hong Kong and love its culture.  

 

Learning English can help you to become more intelligent, express 

your heart’s feelings and meet new friends. English can change your life. 

A Chinese proverb states “To learn another language is to gain a new 

window to see the world with.” 

 

Within this volume of Budding Writers are writing samples from our 

students who have shown the ability to communicate clearly, creatively 

and concisely with English. It is the school’s sincere hope that you enjoy 

the skills and care these students have shown in their writing. Thank you. 

 

Mr. Anderson 

Native English Teacher, 

English Department 
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[1] 1C Gong Zhi Cheng, Teddy 

 

An Interesting Dream 

 

I had an interesting dream last light. I dreamt that my brother Sam and I 

were walking in a park. As we walked past a water fountain, a large spaceship 

landed nearby. We were so surprised that we could not speak. Suddenly, two 

aliens came out from the spaceship! Sam and I were frightened. We ran and hid 

behind a tree. 

 

The aliens walked towards us, stopped and waved. We didn’t approach 

them, but carefully waved back. Although they each only had one eye, they still 

looked cute. One of them spoke to us. ‘You can come to explore our planet.’ 

‘OK!’ replied Sam, ‘I’m curious to see it.’  

 

The aliens brought us into their spaceship. ‘It’ll be a fifteen-minute journey 

because our spaceship is faster than a rocket,’ said one of the aliens. 

 

Then, we arrived at the aliens’ planet - Venus! Venus’s food is very different 

from the Earth’s! We stayed there for one day and then returned to the Earth. 

 

This dream was so interesting. I hope I can meet the aliens in my dreams 

again. 

 

( image source : https://bit.ly/37MTKFw ) 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 

 



 

4 
 

[2] 1D Kung Chor Yu, Karina 

 

A Personal Description 

 

Hi, my name is Karina. I am 12 years old. I live in Tuen Mun with my mum 

and a maid. My father passed away when I was little and my mother frequently 

goes on work trips. So, she hired a maid to care for me. 

 

I think I’m shy because I don’t like talking to strangers. However, my 

primary school classmates thought I was kind because I always helped with their 

English homework. I also helped my teachers with chores. In primary school, 

my English skills were the best in my class. Even my English teachers thought I 

was good! Now that I’m a secondary student, I wonder if my English skills will 

still be better than my classmates. Who knows? 

 

My favorite subject is English. It is useful and easy for me to learn. I like 

reading English books very much. I usually read them on weekends. I also like 

drawing. Although I’m not a terribly good drawer, I still sketch TV characters 

when I’m bored. 

 

I want to learn how to be independent because my mum is always busy. 

Even though there’s a maid to help me, my mum still worries about me when 

she travels. So, I want to be independent so that she will worry less about me. 

 

I want to improve my Chinese while I’m in secondary school, because it 

might be the worst of all the subjects that I’m currently learning. Hopefully, my 

Chinese can eventually be as good as my English is now. 

 

( image source : https://bit.ly/3bEBBuF ) 
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Teacher’s feedback 
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[3] 2A Wan Tsz Long, Marcus 

 

Online Shopping 

 

Do you like online shopping? I like online shopping because it is very 

convenient. 

 

Online shopping is convenient because you can have items delivered to 

your home. Therefore, you don’t need to carry heavy things. It is easy to get 

injured when carrying heavy items, so having them delivered to your home is a 

good way to stay safe. 

 

Online shopping is convenient because you can avoid crowded shopping.  

Therefore, you don’t need to line up at the cashier and wait for a long time.  

This can save you time to do other things or rest. 

 

Online shopping is convenient because you can compare the prices of 

products between shops easily. You don’t need to walk from shop to shop to 

compare prices. You just need to check different websites. 

 

In short, shopping online is more convenient than shopping in shops. So, I 

like online shopping. 

 

( image source : https://img.rasset.ie/001295bc-1600.jpg ) 
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Teacher’s feedback 
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[4] 2D Fu Sze Ki, Cecilia 

 

A Better School Campus 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

I am the chairperson of my school’s Green Club. Recently, I found that the 

school campus is getting dirtier. I am shocked that so many students are 

inconsiderate. They throw rubbish everywhere, wasting so much energy and 

food. I believe we must do something to solve these problems. 

 

First, many students throw rubbish onto the floor in their classrooms. They 

make the classrooms dirtier and this, in turn, increases the workload of the 

janitors. 

 

Secondly, I found that students do not switch off the lights and air-

conditioners when they leave the classrooms. This wastes a lot of energy and 

causes an increase in energy consumption at school facilities. Over-use of air-

conditioning can also cause global warming and affect our living environment. 

 

Thirdly, many Form One students cannot finish eating their meals during 

lunch time. This wastes food and energy that students need for the school day. 

Then students do not pay attention in class because they lack energy, and this 

can have negative consequences upon their overall health and academic 

development. 

 

I suggest the school select a student from each class to monitor classrooms 

and ensure students keep them clean. For example, students should throw 

rubbish into rubbish bins and put recycling items into recycling bins. Besides, a  
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student from each class should check if the lights and air-conditioners are 

switched off when students leave the rooms. Last but not least, all Form One 

students must be told to finish their lunch meals. As encouragement, students 

who comply can be given small presents. 

 

I believe my suggestions can help us create a better school environment. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

Chris Wong 

 

( image source : https://sd.keepcalms.com/i/let-s-keep-our-school-clean.png ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10 
 

[5] 2D Yu Mei Shuen, Michelle 

 

Writing An Email 

 

Dear Pat, 

 

Long time no see. How are you? I have just 

visited Ocean Park today. 

 

First, we took the 59M bus from the Tuen 

Mun Ferry Pier to Tsuen Wan MTR Station. On 

the bus, I saw some people putting their feet up on 

chairs and spitting on the floor. Their behavior was disgusting. They lacked 

consideration. 

 

Then, we took the MTR from Tsuen Wan MTR Station to Ocean Park 

Station. Since it was peak hours, the MTR was very crowded. I felt I could not 

breathe. Also, some passengers talked on their phones loudly which was very 

disturbing in the public area. 

 

Eventually, we arrived at Ocean Park. We rode on a suspended cable car 

and saw beautiful scenery. Next, we watched a dolphin show. The performance 

was amazing. However, it began to rain. All further activities we planned had to 

be suspended. I regretted about that. 

 

Except for my ride on public transport, I had a wonderful day at Ocean 

Park. 
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It’s time for dinner, so I have to stop writing. 

 

Cheers,  

Chris 

( image source : http://engineering.vtc.edu.hk/images/ENGF3a.jpg ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[6] 3A Man Cho Yin, Chole 

 

A Visit to Australia 

Dear Miss Fong, 

 

I am going to suggest some activities we can do in Australia. 

 

I think that going to an Australian zoo is a good choice. If you choose to 

do that, we can see famous Australian animals such as kangaroos and koalas. 

Koalas are cute and sleep 22 hours a day. I know that in these zoos, we can hold 

the koalas and take photos with them. It will be an interesting experience. We 

can see Kangaroos too. They are big animals which have a front pouch over their 

stomach. Kangaroos put their babies in them and go out for a walk together and 

jump about.   

 

Second, I think that we can go to an Australian secondary school to meet 

local students. They are all good at speaking English because they live in a 

country where English is widely spoken. If we go there to chat or study with 

them, our English will improve. We can also learn more about the similarities 

that Australian students have with us. We can increase our knowledge if we go 

there. 

 

Third, I suggest that we go shopping and buy souvenirs. I think a lot of my 

classmates would be happy to do this. They may like to go shopping and buy 

souvenirs for their families or friends. Also, we can buy some tasty local food 

too – like sticky date pudding. It is delicious!  

 

Australia will be a good place for us to visit. 
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I look forward to your reply. 

 

Your sincerely, 

Jackie Wong 

( image source : https://bit.ly/2Pfr8OX ) 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14 
 

[7] 3A Cheng Yi Shing, Wilson 

 

A Visit to Australia 

 

Dear Miss Wong, 

 

How are you? Recently, you asked 

me to give some suggestions for the 

school trip to Australia. There are three 

activities I want to do during this trip. I 

will outline and explain them in this 

email. 

 

First, I suggest learning English and meeting Australian students during 

this trip. Many of our classmates’ English ability is are not very good. This 

school trip is a good chance for them to improve their English. When they meet 

Australian students, they can use English to communicate with them. I believe 

our English will improve after the trip. 

 

Moreover, I suggest visiting a museum in Australia during this trip. I think 

Australian history is something our classmates want to learn more about. They 

would enjoy visiting an Australian museum during this trip. I believe that this 

will be an eye-opening experience for them. 

 

Finally, I suggest going to a popular shopping center during the trip. Our 

classmates may be interested in buying souvenirs. At shopping centers, there are 

a variety of products and souvenirs that students can buy. This would give them 

a good break from studying all the time.   
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These are my three suggestions for activities we can do during the school 

trip. Please send me the reply. Thank you! 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Jackie Wong 

 

 ( image source : https://west1.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Banner-home-australia.jpg ) 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[8] 4A Kwok Tsz Wai 

 

My Wonderful Taxi Experience 

 

Hi everyone! This is Chris speaking. Today I would like to share an 

interesting event that happened last week. 

 

I had just returned from my week-long trip to Thailand. I landed at Hong 

Kong International Airport at around 2:30 a.m. I wasn’t jet-lagged, though I did 

feel tired while I booked my taxi. My eyes were nearly closed! After claiming 

my luggage, I went to the taxi stand to wait for my ride. However, just before I 

fell asleep on the bench, my taxi arrived. The driver loaded my luggage into the 

trunk. Then I wearily got into the back seat. 

 

I live in Tuen Mun and the journey from the airport is quite long. As it was 

late at night and there were not any cars on the road, I thought it was going to be 

a taxi joyride on the Airport Highway. During the ride, I slept like a log. However, 

the sound of heavy, sudden braking woke me up. The taxi driver pulled over to 

the side of the highway. I was wondering what happened and I couldn’t believe 

what I saw. There was a car crash. The driver and the passenger next to him were 

both unconscious. The taxi driver and I immediately rushed over to check on 

their conditions.  

 

‘Call the ambulance, quick!’ he shouted.  

 

I called the ambulance calmly while watching him rescue the injured 

people. He pulled them out and started doing CPR. I was really impressed as I 

didn’t expect him to know these rescue techniques. Five minutes later the 

paramedics arrived and loaded the rescued people onto the ambulance. The 
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paramedics thanked the taxi driver because the people were saved by his first aid. 

Finally, after seeing the ambulance drive away, we hit the road again. 

 

I was now wide awake and curious why the driver knew first aid procedures 

to rescue people. He said he was once a paramedic, but had resigned. I was also 

curious about how he knew that the car had crashed. From my perspective, I 

thought it was merely a car malfunction. He said that he saw the glass and debris 

on the highway, therefore, he pulled up.  

 

When I arrived at my home, it was already six AM! Before leaving the taxi, 

I praised the driver for his brave actions. He blushed and replied that I was 

actually the one that saved them as my phone was strong enough to get a signal 

to call the ambulance. Finally, he drove off in his taxi after seeing me enter the 

lift. 

 

That night, I saw on news that the driver and passenger are both fine and 

are already out of the hospital. I was grateful when I saw the news. I hope that 

more people can help each other out in this wonderful city and make it a better 

place! 

 

( image source : https://i.pinimg.com/originals/eb/a5/6f/eba56f5fe79578c71b10263062c4087a.jpg ) 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[9] 4A Leung Chun Man, Man 

 

You are a Persian cat. Last night, when you were sleeping, a cat fairy 

appeared in your dream. She said you would become a human while your master 

would become your pet cat when you woke up the next morning. Continue the 

story below. 

 

A Persian Cat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I woke up, I found what the cat fairy said was no lies….  

  

In the past, my master always treated me harshly. He was a very impatient 

and negligent person. He did not take care of me very well. He did not feed me 

regularly. He did not take his pet chores seriously - like brushing, feeding, 

watering and cleaning me. He usually treated me indifferently and ruthlessly.  

Also, he often gave me some unsavory and distasteful food which I disliked 

immensely. He had treated me nonchalantly for over half a year, so I loathed him 

very much.  

 

However, since I woke up this morning, I discovered that all my fur had 

disappeared. I looked in the mirror and was astonished to see that my appearance 

completely resembled my master’s! 
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“Why did I change from a Persian cat to a person with human facial 

features and limbs?” I asked myself. “The worst thing is that I resemble my 

obnoxious and hateful master,” I said with dismay. However, I soon felt 

delighted because I saw an opportunity to inflict revenge on him.   

 

In my master’s bedroom, I soon discovered a Persian cat that looked like 

me, sleeping sluggishly on the bed. I realized that Chris – my master, had 

somehow transformed to become me. Chris was now a cat.   

  

I furiously grabbed the cat’s tail, shaking it with all my strength. ‘Chris’ 

shivered with fear and hid in the corner of the room. I felt pleasurably satisfied 

knowing I’d finally brought revenge upon my master.    

  

Once that was achieved though, I realized I’d have to replace him at work. 

Chris was a teacher. I had to go to class every day to teach his students.   

Whereas before I was feline and slept all day, now I was conducting lessons and 

marking assignments. I tried hard to keep my normal cat behavior like licking, 

stretching, scratching and yawning a secret from the students. When they saw 

this – they were too astonished to focus on their studies – and the parents 

complained! 

 

After working all day, I had to go home and tend to cat chores like giving 

treats, brushing, watering, feeding, cleaning the kitty litter and cat food dishes. 

All the while chubby cat ‘Chris’, lay comfortably asleep on my bed. I was 

beginning to wonder who had really won revenge.   

 

That night, the cat fairy appeared in my dream again. “Fluffy, are you 

enjoying your time as a human?” she asked. “Not really,” I answered. When I  

became a person, my life became busier. I can’t adjust to human life. It has been 
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hell for me. Chris is so lazy. He just sleeps and eats all day, treating me like a 

slave. Please pardon me for wishing to become a human. I’d like to retrieve my 

original state as a Persian cat…” Suddenly, the room became blurry while the 

cat fairy’s image gradually faded.   

 

Waking up the next morning, my body was once again adorned with its 

usual pure white fur. What’s more, my breakfast was ready for me beside my 

bed. I’d had enough of revenge and human life. Being a Persian cat was better 

than being a person. What a delightful way to start each day! 

 

( image source : https://resize.hswstatic.com/w_830/gif/persian-cat-2.jpg ) 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[10] 4B Chan Lok Yin, Matthew 

 

A Letter to A Friend 

 

Dear Peter, 

 

How are you? I haven't written an email to you for a long time. I’m in a 

weird and awkward situation. As you know my parents got divorced two years 

ago. My mother met her boyfriend a year ago. His name is Tom. He’s a really 

nice guy. He's tall and energetic. He’s wealthy too. He proposed to my mom a 

week ago and she said yes. I really like Tom but I’m extremely worried about 

how my life will change after they are married. 

 

My first worry is that Tom might hurt my mother. I know that they're just 

getting married and they're very happy right now. I’m afraid that after a while 

though, Tom’s feelings for my mother might change. They might fight and get 

divorced. That’ll hurt my mother again! I just don’t want her to get hurt again. 

 

My second worry is that my relationship with my mom and Tom will 

change. I’m worried that my mom will spend less time with me. Right now, I’m 

quite close to Tom. But when he marries my mum, Tom will become my step-

dad. This will make our relationship awkward since he is a close friend of mine. 

 

My third worry is that my own life might change. Where I’m living right 

now is fine. Yet, I’m worried that we will move to a new house after my mum 

and Tom get married. I will get a bigger room than the one I have right now, but 

I would have to get used to the new environment and a new school. Worse still,   

my DSE exams are coming in a few months. If I move to a new house, I will  
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need time to get used to living in a new home and studying in a new school at 

the same time. I’m worried that I will be nervous and won’t be able to 

concentrate while studying because of too many changes at the same time. 

 

In general, I really like Tom and I also enjoy spending time with him, but I 

just feel like it's too fast for them to get married as it will disrupt my life. Maybe 

you can give me some helpful advice . Perhaps I am just worrying too much. 

 

Best Regards, 

Chris 

 

( image source : https://peopleschoicelaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/8.jpg ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[11] 5A Ng Erita

 

A Very Meaningful Experience 

 

Hello everyone, I am Chris. I recently took part in a volunteer activity that 

involved visiting senior citizens in their home. It was a very meaningful 

experience. I learnt that there are a lot of important issues concerning senior 

citizens we’ve been unaware of. 

 

I visited multiple senior citizens homes. Most seniors live alone in cubicles. 

My visit surprised them. It was a pleasure to chat with them and get to know 

them better. They shared some unexpected stories. The whole experience was 

very thought-provoking. 

 

People may ask why we need to be concerned about senior citizens. Some 

regard visiting seniors as a waste of time. But seniors have feelings and needs. 

Most of them are quite old and it is difficult for them to move around. They need 

the care and attention of the younger generation.  

 

Most of the seniors I met live alone by themselves and reported feeling 

quite lonely. It is great that there are people willing to chat and laugh with them. 

Just like us, seniors need to feel someone cares about them. They seniors also 

need our practical help. They need someone to assist with getting food and 

household supplies. Some are at the risk of falling when they are walking outside. 

It is better if people can volunteer to do these things for seniors and reduce the 

risk they face.   

 

There are many ways to help seniors, for example, visiting them in their 

homes or taking them on a day trip to somewhere peaceful. When you visit them 
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in their homes, they feel excited because many seldom have any visitors. They 

can share their memories and will not feel bored. Also, many seniors don’t 

always have the chance to go out. It is difficult for them to go out without anyone 

helping them. They will feel younger being outside. 

 

Finally, volunteering with seniors is a wonderful life experience for young 

people. Volunteer work is not a waste of time. It has taught me many valuable 

lessons. Even though we are strangers, I have learnt that we need to care for 

everyone around us. This is how the next generation can learn how to care for us 

when we get old. This is all I want to share, thank you. 

 

( image source : https://media.glassdoor.com/l/78/55/9c/ee/asos-employee-gym.jpg ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[12] 5A Wong Chak Leung 

 

Celebrity Efforts of Preserving the Environment 

 

Good afternoon everyone, I’m Chris Li. Today I’m 

going to discuss how famous people can try to preserve 

the environment. I will also explain the reasons for 

protecting the environment. 

 

First of all, our environmental problems are becoming more serious. The 

pace of climate change is quickening. Earth is our home, but we are destroying 

the things which make it livable. For example, Hong Kong people produce 

thousands of tons of rubbish each day and create a lot of air pollution with their 

vehicles.  

 

Global warming will become more harmful if we do nothing to deal with 

our environmental problems. Fortunately some of us have already started to do 

something. A few Hong Kong celebrities have constantly raised awareness of the 

problem by producing documentary films highlighting our city’s growing impact 

on global warming - such as rising sea levels, temperature increases and animal 

extinction. These films also promote solutions to the crisis.    

 

Celebrities can inform the public in other ways too. Some take part in 

collecting rubbish from beaches. They also demonstrate how to recycle used 

plastic bottles and old newspapers. Celebrities also appear in government public 

services announcements about reducing water and electricity usage. 

 

Finally, I want to raise the point that the Earth’s fate cannot rely solely on 

celebrity efforts. Everyone – famous or not, must do something to improve the 
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situation. Let’s take action now. This is the end of my presentation, thank you. 

 

( image source : https://bit.ly/3c00QIb ) 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[13] 6C Lau Wai Kiu, Nicole 

 

Work-Life Imbalance - Any Solution in Sight? 

 

“Daddy, when can you come on a picnic with me and mommy?” 

 

“Sorry, my dear! I need to work on the weekend, so I cannot join you.” 

 

Work-life imbalance not only appears in soap dramas, but also real life. It 

is very common in Hong Kong. In recent years, this problem has perplexed Hong 

Kong’s employees. It reduces their rest time and may negatively impact their 

mental and physical health. 

 

Heavy work loads are one reason why many Hong Kong employees cannot 

get enough rest. If they have not finished their work, they need to work overtime 

at the office. Many Hong Kong supervisors just concentrate on company 

achievement and neglect their employees’ needs.  

 

The Hong Kong Government should legislate standard working hours and 

impose a ban on unpaid overtime. If employers require workers to work overtime, 

they need to increase their wages. This law can protect employees’ rights and 

health by ensuring they complete their workday on time. 

 

However, if employees want to enhance their income, the new legislation 

can give them the option of voluntarily extending their paid working time. At the 

same time, the government and Federation of Trade Unions can provide more 

support and labor subsidies, such as health care and transport allowances. These 

can help soothe employee’s money worries. They will also have more time to 

spend with their family and friends. 
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Finally, Hong Kong is a dynamic, bustling city. It is an international 

economic and financial center. Many people have to work late hours as they must 

focus on overseas stock markets. Finding the time to enjoy life may be hard for 

them. Supervisors often impose strict rules on workers such as not working from 

home even if employees may have to care for children or elderly parents. The 

proposed measures can increase the time for workers to tend to family duties. 

 

All the above are reasons why Hong Kong employees must be given paid 

overtime arrangements. I hope that employers can help their workers build closer, 

healthier links to their family and friends. 

  

( image source : https://www.coburgbanks.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/work-life-balance.jpg ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[14] 6C Chung Yiu Cheung, Philco 

 

A Report on Cinemas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report investigates the issue of fewer people visiting cinemas. It will 

explain why this is happening and suggest what could be done to increase the 

number of moviegoers. 

 

First and foremost, with many affordable online streaming options 

available on people’s phones and computer devices nowadays, it is inconvenient 

and expensive for them to go to cinemas and watch movies. 

 

Nowadays technology is rapidly developing. Many movie viewing 

platforms such as YouTube and Netflix provide different types of films and 

shows for people to watch. People can choose films they want to watch no matter 

if they are new or old ones. Moreover, people can watch movies anytime, 

anywhere. Online applications have dramatically improved the flexibility of 

watching films as they are more convenient and cheaper than going to cinemas. 

 

Additionally, watching movies in cinema is not economical. The cost of 

watching movies in Hong Kong is soaring. Nowadays the average price of a 
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movie ticket is as high as $140. For many people this cost is too extravagant. As 

a result, many consumers have switched to the cheaper online options mentioned 

before. For example, a Netflix account allows four people to have access to their 

favorite films at the same time. Users can share the cost of a single monthly fee. 

This is much more economical and has caused the number of moviegoers to drop. 

    

Furthermore, many people complain it takes a long time to line up before 

watching a film in a theatre. Also, people complain of interference from people’s 

ring tones on their smartphones. Even worse are the sounds of people who speak 

and eat loudly. These various elements disturb audiences and ruin their moods. 

Therefore, many people are reluctant to go to cinemas. 

 

The above are reasons that explain the decrease in the number of 

moviegoers. In light of these reasons, we have the following suggestions to help 

solve the problem. 

 

One suggestion is to provide economic incentives that attract customers.  

For instance, cinemas can set film prices at a reasonable level and provide 

holiday discounts. On weekends, moviegoers buy two tickets and get one free. 

This will make the price more affordable. People will be more willing to go to 

cinemas during their time off. Therefore, this can help increase cinemas’ profits.   

 

Finally, cinemas should promote their special features such as surround 

sound, 3D screens and other special effects like vibrating screens. These kinds 

of advanced equipment help audiences to enjoy movies more fully. The most 

important mission of cinemas is to stress their uniqueness and high-tech movie-

watching enjoyment. This can boost people’s desire to visit cinemas.  

 

To conclude, the above are practical solutions for increasing the number of 
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moviegoers. I hope they are helpful. Thank you. 

 

 ( image source : https://bit.ly/3qbqoac ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[15] 6A Lam Wai Leong, William 

 

A Letter to the Editor 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

I am writing to express my disagreement with the recent claim that recent 

Hong Kong university graduates are less hardworking and unwilling to face 

challenges than prior generations.  

 

The claim is grossly inaccurate as Hong Kong’s work environment is vastly 

different from just a decade ago. Nowadays, it is much more difficult for new 

university graduates to obtain full, meaningful employment. Graduates must 

make great efforts to obtain even low salaried, menial work. 

 

Nowadays, globalization has significantly impacted the workforce new 

graduates enter. They have to compete with international applicants for job 

opportunities. Overseas graduates are more favored by employers than local 

graduates because of their fluent English and international exposure. Fresh Hong 

Kong graduates have to work much harder and frequently update their skills in 

order to stay employed.   

 

Moreover, at most international businesses, new Hong Kong graduates are 

required to work longer hours to satisfy overseas clients’ needs. For example, 

one of my brothers is a new graduate who works for a multinational corporation. 

He has to work very late every day to communicate and make deals with his   

clients in the United States. The next morning, he has to report his work progress 

to his boss. Because of this, he must work overtime most days and sacrifice his  
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leisure time with us. This is just one of the many convincing cases that shows 

new Hong Kong university graduates are just as hardworking as their older peers 

are. 

 

In this digital era, fresh graduates are more creative than those in the past 

as they will utilize advanced technologies. A large portion of repetitive work can 

be replaced with the aid of artificial intelligence. Fresh graduates can focus more 

on creativity and higher work efficiency. These young graduates can create a 

more innovative and efficient workforce culture that benefits not only graduates 

themselves, but everyone in the workplace. 

 

In conclusion, it is important to realize that fresh graduates are more 

hardworking and willing to face challenges compared to their counterparts in the 

past. I hope that the above can help everyone to ignore stereotypes against new 

graduates and appreciate the efforts and contributions they have made. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

Chris Wong  

 

( image source : https://www.mynimo.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/fresh-graduate.png ) 
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